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Abandoned Mines Program

• Program began in 2015

• Funds generated by the Mining Rehabilitation Fund (MRF) used for 
rehabilitation:

−Principal fund for sites that have contributed to the fund 

− Interest fund for sites abandoned prior to MRF levy introduction

• Extends on work undertaken by GSWA  

• Four (4) pilot projects to establish and test processes and procedures



Pilot projects

Before



Black Diamond

• Mined for coal in the 1940s 
and 50s

• Popular unmanaged 
recreational area

• Community concern

• Safety risks associated with 
steep southern pit wall



Black Diamond

Before



After – May 2017

Black Diamond



Pro-Force

• Former gold processing plant

• Operated between 1996 and 
2004

• Located adjacent to the Gorge 
public use area

• Community concern

• Safety risks associated with old 
processing plant



Before After

Pro-Force



Bulong

• Located adjacent to Lake Yindarlgooda

• Nickel tailings storage facility and evaporation 
ponds

• Community concern 

• Risks associated with release of material and 
potential pollution

• Preliminary investigations being finalised to inform 
Stage 2



Bulong



Elverdton

• Located at the headwaters of the Steere 
River

• Historically mined for copper and gold 

• 700,000 tonnes of uncontained tailings

• Risks associated with release of material 
to surrounding environment



Elverdton



How you can help

• Updated data



Thank you 
AbandonedMines@dmirs.wa.gov.au
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